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DIVE SITE, HMAS ORION 
1370. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
My question is about the HMAS Orion.  When I tabled this question on 2 May, I was led to believe that some 18 
months ago the Department of Defence gifted or gave the HMAS Orion to the Western Australian State 
Government for the people of Western Australia.  It remains tied up at the HMAS Stirling base, and I think it 
will remain there until the State Government accepts the gift.  Will the Premier inform the Parliament -  

(1) Does the Government consider the HMAS Orion to be suitable for use as a dive site? 

(2) If so, has the Government prioritised its preferred dive site locations? 

(3) The Rockingham community has been seeking a decommissioned vessel for a dive site for several 
years.  Can the Premier confirm whether Rockingham has been considered as a favourable location, 
given its links with the Navy? 

(4) If not, why not? 

(5) What is the estimated cost to decommission and sink HMAS Orion? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank Hon Barbara Scott for a very interesting question.  The Department of Defence agreed in principle to 
transfer the former HMAS Orion to Western Australia some 18 months ago.  The formal deed of transfer is 
being finalised and has not yet been signed by the two parties.  It sounds a bit like the national action plan on 
salinity. 

(1) Negotiation of the deed of gift for the former HMAS Orion is proceeding on the basis that the 
submarine will be suitable for a dive wreck. 

(2) It is planned to call for expressions of interest from groups wishing to nominate dive sites and carry out 
the preparation and sinking of the submarine.  This process will assist to identify suitable sites. 

(3) The west coast dive park proposed to be established adjacent to the City of Rockingham includes a 
range of sites that are considered suitable for further investigation for dive wrecks, including the former 
HMAS Orion. 

(4) Not applicable. 
(5) The costs of preparation and sinking naval vessels have been offset by sponsorship, volunteer input and 

sale of scrap and artefacts.  The costs will also be influenced by the site and the extent of internal access 
on the dive wreck. 

 


